Mathematical Studies

Fall 2006/2007
Ms. Brown


Email: rkbrown@aacps.org

Ph:  410-969-9010 x224

Room:  B102


Planning:  3A, 1B, 4B

Lunch:  D

Course Rationale

Math Studies is a group 5 (mathematics and computer science) pre-calculus course in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.  At the successful completion of the course the student will be able to analyze a problem with appropriate mathematical terms, organize and present data in various forms, select the appropriate strategies to formulate and communicate mathematical arguments, use appropriate technological devices as mathematical tools, and demonstrate mathematical modeling.

TEXT:
Mathematical Studies Standard Level, IBID Press ($45.00)
	Topic
	Description
	Approx. Days

	1
	Number and Algebra
	6

	2
	Sets, Logic and Probability
	11

	3
	Statistics
	10

	4
	Projects Hours
	2

	5
	Financial Math
	8

	6
	Functions
	6

	7
	Review and Semester Exam
	2


NECESSARY MATERIALS
3-Ring Binder with Pockets, Notebook paper, Pencils, Graph Paper, Ruler, Dry Erase markers, Dry Erase Eraser, Calculator:  TI-83, TI-83+ or TI-84+

EVALUATION
Each quarter grades will be based on student’s weighted points earned/total points possible.

· Tests/Quizzes/Projects


60%

· Homework Assignments


20%

· **Classwork Assignments


20%

**Examples may include:  Cooperative learning activities, notebook checks, skills practice, etc.
EXTRA HELP

I can be available after school to offer assistance any day I do not have a meeting.  Please let me know during class if you wish to make arrangements to stay for help.

Do not wait until the day before a test to seek help.  I will be here for you.

ATTENDANCE

When returning from an absence, please give me your pass at the beginning of the period.  Check to see what work you will need to make up.  It is you responsibility to make up all work missed, including quizzes and tests.  You must notify me when you can make up the test so we can arrange a convenient time.  Any test, quiz or assignment not make up within 3 days will be given a grade of zero.
Three (3) uncoded or illegal absences will result in automatic failure for the quarter.  Furthermore, any student absent 6 days or more during a semester (regardless of reason) may be denied credit for the course.

Ms. Brown’s Rules and Procedures

1. I will respect myself, others, education and property.  In particular, I will not speak while Ms. Brown or another student speaks during instruction.

2. I will be on time.  I will have pencils sharpened and be in my seat working on the drill before the bell rings.  

3. I understand that homework will be assigned most every class.    I understand that homework is due when the bell rings.  If I am absent, the assignment will be due the next class.  I will do all work for this class in pencil, unless otherwise instructed, and if I show no work I will receive no credit.

4. I will attempt all work in class and out.  I understand that participation is not optional.  Sometimes I will be able to pick the people with whom I work, and other times Ms. Brown will choose.

5. My calculator is a required educational tool for this class.  I may buy my own or rent one from school.  I may not use my cell phone as a calculator.  I will not use my calculator to play games during class.  First offense:  phone call home.  Second Offense:  phone call home and Ms. Brown will delete all my calculator games.  Third Offense:  administrative referral.

6. During any assessment, I will not lend my calculator to anyone.  I understand that unit assessments will not be collected until the end of the class.  If I finish early, I will work on the after-test activity.

Please sign and return the following:

I have read and understand this syllabus, procedures and rules, and parent letter.

Student signature ______________________________ 
Parent signature _______________________________   Date _________________

Please clearly print the following: 
Student Name _____________________________ Home Phone # ___________________
Parent Name   _____________________________Daytime Phone # ___________________

         Parent’s E-mail _________________________  

Which is the best way to contact you during the day?  e-mail ____     daytime phone ____     either ____

Parent Name   _____________________________Daytime Phone # ___________________

         Parent’s E-mail _________________________  

Which is the best way to contact you during the day?  e-mail ____     daytime phone ____     either ____​

August 30, 2006

Dear Parent or Guardian,


I look forward to having your son or daughter in my IB Mathematical Studies class this fall.  Please keep in touch with me throughout the semester.  You can reach me at school at 410-969-9010, ext. 224.  If e-mail is a more practical means of communication, I can be reached at rkbrown@aacps.org.


Please be aware that there will be a required IB project and a cumulative IB assessment for this course.  To that end you should know that all assessments will also be cumulative.  I will give out deadline to guide you student through the project.  The project will be due the end of February, and the IB assessment is in May.  In addition, after the IB assessment, we will study some pre-calculus topics needed for Calculus that are not covered in depth for IB requirements.  I can be available after school to offer assistance any day I do not have a meeting.  Please encourage your student to make arrangements with me.  Please encourage your student to find a study buddy for this course.  However, if I assign a take-home assessment, my expectation is that your child does this work on his/her own.  If your student is having problems with a take-home assessment, please have him/her see me.


This course follows the Anne Arundel County Public Schools Pacing Guide that is based on the IBO syllabus.  This course will be taught at a rigorous level.  We will be using past tests and question banks to prepare for the IB exam.  Hard work now will pay off in May!  Last year every student scored a 3 or higher!


County policy considers six or more days in a semester to be excessively absent.  When your child is absent, it is your child’s responsibility to see the work is made up.  The student is responsible fore determining and obtaining missed notes, classwork, and homework.  Quizzes and test must be made up within three school days.  It is imperative that your child be diligent in meeting these requirements.


I look forward to seeing everyone at our Open House next week.  In the mean time, I would appreciate you looking over the course outline.  You may write any comments or concerns you have on the course outline.  Please sign it and return it as soon as possible.









Sincerely,









Ms. Brown

