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 Advanced Placement Modern European History
                                (AP Euro)

                Course Outline

IB Mission Statement:

· The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

IB Learner Profile:

Inquirers 
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable 
They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers 
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators 
They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring 
They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.



Risk-takers 
They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced 
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective 
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.
Course Description: 

The study of European History since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live.  In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of AP European History are to develop an understanding of some of the principle themes in modern European history, an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, and an ability to express historical understanding in writing.

Instructional Philosophy: 

The study of history is about developing critical skills that will serve students in college and as lifelong learners.  Objectively, this course will help students improve on the following skills;

· Time management, organization and study skills

· Critical reading of primary and secondary sources

· Constructing and evaluating historical interpretations

· Essay writing and oral communication

· Cause and effect relationships

· Comparative analysis

· Making historical analogies

· Inductive and deductive reasoning.
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	UNIT OF STUDY
	Time
	UNIT OF STUDY
	Time

	Introduction to Modern European History / Middle Ages
	1 week
	Society and Economy of the Old Regime, Transatlantic Trade and the Enlightenment: Chapters 15 & 16
	3 weeks

	Renaissance and Exploration: Chapter 10
	2 weeks
	Enlightenment and French Revolution & Napoleon: 

Chapters 17, 18, & 19
	3 weeks

	Reformation and Religious Wars: 

Chapters 11 & 12
	2 weeks
	The Conservative Order, Industrial Revolution & Romanticism: 

Chapters 20 & 21
	2 weeks

	State Consolidation, Early Modern Society & the Scientific Revolution: 

Chapters 13 & 14
	2 weeks
	Age of Nationalism: Chapter 22
	2 weeks


Materials: 
Class: binder type notebook, paper, pencils, pens, dry erase marker, highlighter

Home: Dictionary, index cards, study guide, encyclopedia or computer reference library (recommended)

Study books available (It is recommended that you purchase only one)

· Pearl, Kenneth. The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP European History Advanced Placement Exam. Random House.

· Eder, James. M. Barron’s How to Prepare for the AP European History Advanced Placement Examination. Barron’s Educational Series Inc.

· Brown, Fred. DAC Study Guide for Advanced Placement European History.
· Barber, Nathan. Master the AP European History Test

Textbook:
Kagan, Donald. The Western heritage Since 1300: 9th edition.
Semester Assessment:

Unit Tests (14)



30%

Multiple Choice Reading Quizzes            15%

Vocabulary Assignments (14)                    5%

Note taking assignments (14)                   15%

DBQs (at least 4)                                      20%

Research Papers (2) & Homework           15%

· Grades are calculated using the above weighted method of grading


Grading Policy:

· It is the student’s responsibility to acquire all missed assignments and notes due to absence or illness.  All make up work is to be completed within the time frame set forth in the Anne Arundel County Public Schools handbook.

· As per the IB/AP curriculum standards late work will not be accepted unless there are highly unusual mitigating circumstances.

· If you are absent on the day a major assignment is due, you are expected to turn the assignment in on the day you return to school.   (unless the absence was due to a prolonged illness)

· All missed tests and quizzes are to be made up after school.  Tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of the original testing date.
Expectations of Behavior

Advanced Placement European History is an extremely challenging and rigorous course of study, thus the expectations we have for our classes are very high. For students to have a chance to fulfill their potential, the classroom must be orderly and focused.  Therefore, tardiness, and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Please be aware of the following:

· Cell phones must be off and remain invisible

· No eating in the class room

· The tardy policy will be strictly enforced

· No restroom passes will be issued the first ten minutes or the last ten minutes of class

· Verbal or physical bullying will not be tolerated

Academic Honesty: It is expected that all students will complete all assignments independently, unless instructed otherwise by the instructor.  Any student who violates the academic honesty policy in the Student Handbook will receive a 0% for the assignment, a parent or guardian will be notified of the infraction, and the student will be referred to the office for disciplinary action.  
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