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Planning Periods: 3A & 1B
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
· Inquirers 

· Knowledgeable 

· Thinkers 

· Communicators 

· Principled 

· Open-minded 

· Caring 

· Risk-takers 

· Balanced 

Reflective
Course Description:
This course is designed to expand and refine the students’ linguistic accuracy and to increase their ability to function appropriately within the Spanish culture.  Emphasis continues to be on developing the students’ ability to use their second language skills to make decisions, solve problems, investigate topics and create new products in “real life” situations.  Activities include interaction with native speakers either in person or via technology, and oral and written discussion of current issues.  Students read a variety of literary materials with an emphasis on cross cultural understanding of the daily living patterns and customs of the peoples who speak Spanish.  Students who successfully complete this level III course will continue on to IB Spanish SL.  Classes are conducted in Spanish
Instructional Philosophy:

We are dedicated to creating a comfort level where students feel free to make mistakes in order to practice and improve their language skills. 

Course Standards:

	STANDARD 1.1:


	Engage in conversations in the target language in a culturally appropriate manner in order to provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.



	STANDARD 1.2:


	Understand and interpret the target language in its spoken and written form on a variety of topics.



	STANDARD 1:3:


	Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics in the target language.

	STANDARD 2.1:


	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of another people's way of life, and the relationship between their patterns of behavior, and the underlying beliefs and values that guide and shape their lives.



	STANDARD 2.2:


	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the relationship between the products, symbols, beliefs and values of the target culture.



	STANDARD 3.1:


	Reinforce and further knowledge of other disciplines through a language other than English.



	STANDARD 3.2:


	Acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are available only through a language and its cultures.



	STANDARD 4:1:


	Demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.



	STANDARD 4.2:


	Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.



	STANDARD 5.1:


	Use the language both within and beyond the school setting.




General Course Content:

Preliminary Unit:  United States, “A Busy life,” Present tense; reflexive verbs.

Unit 1:  Mexico, “We have fun in the outdoors,” Preterit and Imperfect tenses.
Unit 2:  United States, “It’s time to help!,” Preterit vs. Imperfect.
Unit 3:  Central America, “The future of our planet,” Commands; Future tense; impersonal   expressions.
Unit 4:  The Caribbean, “That’s how I want to be,” Ser vs. Estar.
Unit 5:  The Andean Countries, “How do you entertain yourself?,” More with the preterit.
Unit 6:  Spain, “Where do we live?,” Preterit, direct object pronouns; present perfect.
Unit 7:  Venezuela and Colombia, “Your past and your future,” Present Perfect; subjunctive.
Grading Policy:

1. If a student is absent it is his/her responsibility to consult the make-up folder and acquire all missed assignments. All make up work is to be completed within the time frame set forth by the Anne Arundel County Public School Board. A copy of this policy may be found in the student handbook. It is highly recommended that if a student has advance notice that he/she will be missing several days of school, due to illness or outside activities, that he/she will email me for missing assignments or make arrangements to have work sent home. 

2. For each class period that a project is late, a letter grade will be deducted from the original grade. 

3. All missed tests and quizzes must be made up after school or during advisory. Tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of original test date. Failure to make up quizzes and tests will result in a grade of zero. 

4. No late homework will be accepted!

5. Students may retake quizzes and tests within one week of test/quiz return date except during the last week of the quarter. 
Evaluation:

Assessments:
85%
· Verbal Assessments (dialogues, presentations, discussions, debates, etc.) 

· Written Assessments (timed writes, journals, posters, outside papers) 

· Cultural Experiences

· Participation 

· Tests and Quizzes

Homework:
15%
RUBRIC HERE
Final Assessment:

The final assessment for Spanish B, Standard level, to be administered at the conclusion of the senior year, is comprised of an externally assessed written component and an internally assessed oral component.

External Assessment-Written Component  70%

Written assessments are scored on a set of IB rubrics that evaluate the students’ ability to use the language fluently and accurately, to choose appropriate language for his or her audience and/or the type of text presented, and to communicate a well developed and organized message.

· Paper 1-Text Handling  40 %  

This task assesses the students’ abilities in reading and manipulating information from a range of text types.



-Reading Comprehension  30 %
Students respond to questions that follow a series of written texts of varying difficulty and communicative purposes.  The questions may evaluate any number of comprehension skills such as understanding the general meaning of a text, locating specific details, interpreting the meaning of words or phrases from context, answering short answer questions, completing a table, etc.

-Written Response  10%
Students respond in at least 100 words to one of two writing prompts related to a specific text.  The task requires that students integrate reading comprehension skills and written expression by manipulating the language and information that appears in an original text and integrating the two in a response that is communicated to appropriately to a determined audience.

· Paper 2-Written Production  30%

Students write at least 250 words on one of four topics, none of which are specifically related to a text or piece of literature.  They may incorporate elements from various readings from the course, cultural themes, and personal experience when developing their compositions.  Particular attention must be given to the communicative purpose of the assignment and the appropriateness of the language as such.

Internal Assessment-Oral Component  30%

Oral assessments are scored on a set of IB rubrics that evaluate the students’ ability to use the language fluently and accurately, to participate in the conversation appropriately and successfully, and to communicate a message or set of ideas and maintain a coherent conversation.

· Individual Oral  15%

Students choose a topic to research and present to the teacher.  The presentation is followed by a brief interview/debate with the teacher on the topic.  Finally, the teacher engages the student in a general conversation.  All individual oral assessments are recorded, and the IBO randomly requests a certain number of cassettes to ensure that the teacher is scoring the assessments in concordance with IB standards.

· Interactive Oral Activity  15%

Students participate in a number of quality oral evaluations that incorporate listening as well as speaking skills throughout their IB career.  A score from one of those evaluations, usually the best, is submitted for this portion of the assessment.

Required Materials:

1. Student workbook to be brought to class every day.

2. Binder with paper or spiral notebook.
3. Highlighters
4. Pens/Pencils
5. Spanish dictionary for use at home.
Tips for Success:

· Speak as much as possible in Spanish.

· Practice outside of the classroom.

· Keep an organized notebook.

· Study new material every evening.

· Strive for perfect attendance 
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I understand the above stated policies and procedures:
STUDENT’S NAME (PRINTED): _________________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________
Class period: __________

PARENT/GUARDIAN’S NAME (PRINTED): __________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: ______________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL: ___________________________________________________

