Ms. Frick






                    U.S. Government A
E-mail:  kfrick@aacps.org





                                Room:  A229
Phone:  410-969-9010
Planning Periods:  A Day, Period 1:  7:17am – 8:42am 
                            B Day, Period 2:  8:47am – 10:07am 
Extra Help Sessions:  Wednesdays, 2:10pm – 2:40pm 

OMHS MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Old Mill High School, a community rich in diversity with a multitude of programs, is to promote academic excellence and global perspective through collaboration and self-assessment in an effort to prepare productive citizens in an ever changing world.
IB MISSION STATEMENT
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.  To this end, the IBO works with schools, governments, and international organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment.  These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
IB LEARNER PROFILE
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.  IB learners strive to be: inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective.

U.S. GOVERNMENT COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will study the structure and function of government and politics in the U.S. and analyze the role of the U.S. government in world affairs.  They will analyze the relationship of cultural and physical geographic factors, as well as economic principles, institutions and processes in the development of government policy.  This course will prepare students for the MSDE High School Assessment in Government.
COURSE GOALS / STANDARDS 
· Students will demonstrate proficiency on the Government HSA.

· Students will understand the fundamental concepts and processes of authority, power, and influence, with particular emphasis on the democratic skills and attitudes necessary to become responsible citizens.

· Students will understand the diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of the people of Maryland, the United States and the World.
· Students will use geographic concepts and processes to examine the role of culture, technology, and the environment in the location and distribution of human activities and spatial connections throughout time.

· Students will develop economic reasoning to understand economic principles, institutions, and processes needed to be effective citizens, consumers, and workers.

COURSE CONTENT

· Introduction to U.S. Government
 7 Days

· Constitution



11 Days

· Legislative Branch         

16 Days

· Executive Branch   


11 Days

INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY

Students will engage in a rigorous, active learning environment that includes activities such as:

· Simulations 

· Discussions 

· Cooperative Learning

· Web-based Activities

MATERIALS

· Textbook:  United States Government 
· 3-ring binder
EVALUATION PROCEDURES
· To determine each student’s grade for the course, the total number of points earned will be divided by the total number of possible points.

	    Type of Assignment
	    Percentage of Possible Points

	     Assessments 

     (Classwork, Projects, Quizzes, Tests) 
	     80-85%

	     Homework
	     15-20%


· Students are expected to complete all work on time. 
	Type of Assignment
	Policy for Late Work

	Classwork
	No credit 

	Homework
	Penalty for 1st day late
No credit if more than one day late

	Major Projects
	20% reduction for 1st day late, with an additional 
10% reduction for each day late thereafter


· Grade sheets will be sent home with students throughout the semester.  Please sign the attached form in order to receive them via e-mail.

HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT - GOVERNMENT

· May 19, 2009

· Students entering grade 9 in 2005 or later are required to receive a satisfactory score on the HSA in order to receive a Maryland high school diploma.

MAJOR CLASS ASSESSMENTS

Unit Tests mirror the format of the Government HSA.

· SRs (Selected Response)

· BCRs (Brief Constructed Responses)

· ECRs (Extended Constructed Responses)

IB HISTORY ASSESSMENTS – 11th & 12th Grade
20%  Internal Assessment  (May 2011)
· Historical investigation consisting of a plan of investigation, summary of evidence, evaluation of sources, analysis, conclusion, and list of sources.

80%  External Assessment  (May 2012)
· 20% - Paper 1:  A document-based paper set on prescribed subjects drawn from   

                              the 20th century world history topics.
· 25% - Paper 2:  An essay paper based on the 20th century world history topics.

· 35% - Paper 3:  An essay paper based on the history of the Americas.

ABSENCES

· Students are responsible for making up work from excused absences.  On the first day back to school after an absence, students should check the make-up file in the front of the classroom for copies of missed work.  Students will have the same number of days to complete missed assignments as the number of days they were absent.

· Students with three illegal absences during a marking period will receive an “E” for the course.  Students with six or more absences, either excused or unexcused, during a semester may be denied credit for the course.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
· Students who are not in the room when the bell rings will be considered tardy.

· Homework is due during the first five minutes of class.  Work that is submitted after this point is considered late.

· Students may either hand-write or type their homework assignments.  If a student uses a computer, then it is that student’s responsibility print a copy of his/her work before coming to class.  Only hard copies will be accepted, not disks or emails.  Students will not be given access to a computer or printer during class.  If a student’s computer or printer breaks at home, the student should hand-write the answers.  A broken computer or printer is not an acceptable excuse for turning in homework late.
· Students are encouraged to attend extra help sessions after school and re-do assignments until they meet the proficient level, however this will not necessarily change students’ grades in the course.  
· Students are expected to follow the academic integrity policy.  Students may not use books, notes, cheat sheets, or other study aids during tests.  All work that a student turns in must be his/her own, not copied from another student or source (book, Internet, movie, etc.).  Both the individual who copies the material as well as the student who provides the material are in violation of the academic integrity policy.  Students will receive a zero on any assignment in which cheating or plagiarism has occurred.  A disciplinary referral will also be submitted to the administration.  Please see the attached academic integrity policy for details.   
· Students are expected to come to class ready to learn.  Disruptive, disrespectful, and dishonest behavior will not be tolerated.  Please see the student handbook for details.

August 26, 2008
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Please take the time to read the attached course outline.  I believe that a successful school year is an experience that is equally shared by students, teachers, and parents.  By compliance with these policies, we all can have an agreeable and rewarding semester.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will return your e-mail or call as soon as possible.  




Ms. Frick

           

U.S. Government A




E-mail:  kfrick@aacps.org



Phone:  410-969-9010




Planning Periods:  A Day, Period 1:  7:17am – 8:42am 

                                                          B Day, Period 2:  8:47am – 10:07am 

Extra Help Sessions:  Wednesdays, 2:10pm – 2:40pm 

After you have read the attached course outline, please sign the form below.  Thank you!









Sincerely,









Ms. Frick

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Ms. Frick:

I understand the course outline for your Fall 2008 government class.

Student Name (Please Print):________________________________________________
Student Signature:________________________________________________________

Date:________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print):__________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________________________________

Date:________________________

