Pre-IB Geometry Course Outline Fall 2008
Successful completion of this course is a graduation requirement.
Revised 9/4/08

Teacher:  S. James




Email:  scjames@aacps.org
Planning Period:  A-Day = 3rd period

Phone 410-969-9010 x 224



        B-Day = 2nd period

Website:  http://teacherweb.com/MD/OMHS/James/

OMHS Mission Statement
The mission of Old Mill High School, a community rich in diversity with a multitude of programs, is to promote academic excellence and global perspective through collaboration and self-assessment in an effort to prepare productive citizens in an ever-changing world.

IB Mission & Vision 
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world 'through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

Maryland State Core LEARNING Goals and Objectives
Geometry has been designed to focus on one of Maryland State Core Learning Goal 2: Geometry.  Students will demonstrate the ability to investigate, interpret, and communicate solutions to mathematical and real world problems using patterns, functions, algebra, and geometry.  Students are expected to share in the cooperative problem-solving process, utilize a graphing and/or scientific calculator on a daily basis, and practice critical reading skills. Pre-requisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 1
IBo Aims for the study of Mathematics 
The study of mathematics will enable students to:
• appreciate the multicultural and historical perspectives of mathematics,
• develop an appreciation of the elegance, power and usefulness of mathematics,
• develop logical, critical and creative thinking skills,
• develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics,
• employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization,
• develop patience and persistence in problem solving,
• appreciate the consequences arising from technological developments,
• transfer skills to alternative situations and to future developments, and
• communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts.
IBO Objectives for the study of mathematics
Students study mathematics in order to know and use mathematical concepts and principles. In particular, 
students will:

• read, interpret and solve a given problem using appropriate mathematical terms,
• organize and present information and data in tabular, graphical and/or diagrammatic forms,
• know and use appropriate mathematical notation and terminology,
• formulate a mathematical argument and communicate it clearly,
• select and use appropriate mathematical strategies and techniques,
• demonstrate an understanding of both the significance and the reasonableness of results,
• recognize patterns and structures in a variety of situations, and make generalizations,
• recognize and demonstrate an understanding of the practical applications of mathematics,
• use appropriate technological devices as mathematical tools, and
• demonstrate an understanding of and the appropriate use of mathematical modeling.
Internationalism in the Study of Mathematics
One of the aims of this course is to enable students to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives of mathematics. This includes the international dimension of mathematics.  To develop the sense of internationalism in mathematics, students will investigate and discuss:
• differences in mathematical notation around the world,
• the lives of mathematicians set in a historical and/or social context,
• the cultural and historical context of mathematical discoveries,
• how the attitudes of different societies towards specific areas of mathematics are demonstrated, and
• the universality of mathematics as a means of communication.
The IB Learner Profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common  humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

IB learners strive to be:

· Inquirers

· Knowledgeable

· Thinkers

· Communicators

· Principled

· Open-minded

· Caring

· Risk-takers

· Balanced

· Reflective

Course Content
	FIRST QUARTER
	
	SECOND QUARTER

	Exploring Geometry
	  8 days
	
	Parallel & Polygons
	  9 days

	Logic and Proof
	11 days
	
	Congruence
	11 days

	Review and 1st Quarter Exam
	  2 days
	
	Midterm Review & Midterm
	  3 days

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Classes
	21 days
	
	Total Classes
	23 days


This course will be taught using an inquiry-based approach.  Students will engage in practical investigations after which they will analyze and discuss results in cooperative group and whole class settings.  This type of approach provides students with a meaningful context for mathematical study, leading to a better and more complete understanding of the mathematical principle being studied and its formulation into mathematical language.  
Evaluation Procedures and Policies
A variety of student work will contribute to each marking period grade including:

· Assessments



60%


· Quarterly Project


10%

 
· Classwork



15%



· Homework



15%

 
Students will receive a grading rubric for each project on the day the project is assigned.  The rubric and project expectations will be discussed in class.  Grading rubrics will also be posted on the class website as each project is assigned.  Projects will be given a one-week turn in window.  Projects received after that turn in week has passed will only receive half credit for completion.
Grade sheets will be sent home approximately every 3 weeks.  They will be emailed if an email address is given as well as given to every student in class.  They may be returned with a parent/guardian signature for extra credit.

Students are entitled to one copy of any sheet/assignment distributed in class.  If a paper is lost, it is the student’s responsibility to print a new copy from the class website.
Classwork –Classwork is due at the end of class and will not be accepted late.  Only students with an excused absence from class will be able to turn the assignment in late.

Homework—Homework is due on the assigned date and will not be accepted late.  Emailed assignments lost in cyberspace are late.  Email early and request verification that the work was received.  Homework assignments will be posted on the class website every day by 4 pm.   
Assessments:  It is the student’s responsibility to get help and to study before taking a test or quiz.  

If a student earns a D or an E on a quiz (exams cannot be retaken), the student may take a different version of the original quiz during the extended class advisory time or after school, providing the following conditions are met:  

1. The student routinely completes classwork and homework on time,

2. The student actively participates in class,

3. The student participates in an after school help session prior to retaking the assessment, and

4. The retake is completed within one week of the return of the original quiz.

***Students must show work.  The correct answer to an assessment item may only be worth one point.  The students will earn most of their points for the work required to get the answer.  Exams in this class will be graded using a ‘follow through’ system to prepare students for the IB Exams they will take as Juniors and Seniors.
Required Materials

Students are expected to bring the required materials to class daily.

· TEXTBOOK:  Geometry (Holt).  Students will have access to an online version of the text.  Students may check out a text if they prefer or do not have computer access.   If a student has a textbook, it must be covered and the student’s name must be written in ink on page 8.  There will be a class set of books in the classroom when needed.

· 3-ring notebook, notebook paper, red and blue pencils
· Ruler (inches and centimeters), protractor, compass and calculator 

· Pencils – all work should be completed in pencil 

· Blue or Black pen – Exams are required to be written in ink.
Calculators
A CALCULATOR IS REQUIRED!!!  Calculators will not be provided.  A scientific calculator is recommended.  Cell phone calculators will not be allowed.  Calculators cannot be shared during exams and quizzes.  Calculators should have trig function capability (sin/cos/tan) and “a b/c” key.  A TI-83+ or TI-84 can be used, but is not required.  Students will have the opportunity to order a CASIO fx-300MS calculator.
Extra Help

Extra help is available after school by appointment.  Please speak to Ms. James to make arrangements.  Do not wait until the day before an exam, quiz or assignment is due to ask for help.  

Make-Up Work

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete all missed assignments within the allotted time.  Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct for policies regarding absences.  All work MUST be made up within 3 school days.  If the absence is unexcused, credit may not be given for the work completed.

Classroom Procedures

In order for ALL students to be successful, classroom management must be effective.  Behavioral expectations, attendance policies and tardiness policies of the school will be followed.  Students MAY NOT use cell phones, I-pods, MP3 players, cameras or any similar electronic devices in class.  Electronic device usage in school will not be tolerated!  The OMHS ‘Bag and Tag’ policy will be strictly enforced.

1. Be on time.  

Everyone should be in their seat with pencils sharpened 

and ready to work when the bell rings.  

Tardiness will not be tolerated!
2. Be respectful.  
Everyone wants to be respected.  Therefore, 
everyone will exhibit appropriate in the class.  This includes 

listening when someone is speaking and respecting the 

possessions of others.  

Inappropriate language will not be tolerated!   

Insulting comments and bullying will not be tolerated!
3.      LEARN.

We are all here to learn Geometry!  I want everyone 
to do the best they can!  

Communication

I would prefer to email parents/guardians.  It is easier to maintain contact through email due to too few phone lines in the building.  My planning period, phone number and email address are on the top of the course outline.  

I will be sending home grade sheets approximately every 3 weeks.  If there is an email address, I will email the grade sheet.  The students will receive a hard copy in class.  

Academic Integrity Policy
Learning occurs best in an environment of academic integrity.  Academic integrity is defined as exhibiting honesty in all academic exercises and assignments.  High ethical standards are integral parts of student and teacher character.  Students are expected to exhibit academic integrity with regard to all assignments.  Middle and high school students will be asked to sign an acknowledgement that they have read Board Policy 613 at the start of each course.  Violations of the Academic Integrity Policy will be reported and may result in:

· Credit being withheld for the assignment
· Failing and/or not receiving credit for a course (for violations during the final examination)

Consequences may vary according to the severity of the violation as determined by the principal or his/her designee.

Dear Students and Parents,

Please return this sheet completed with the requested information.  I am trying to keep a home-school connection that is rewarding and beneficial for all concerned.  We must work together to insure the success of all students.  The easiest way to contact me is through email.  I will try to return all correspondence within 24 hours.

Sincerely yours,

S. James






* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
I have seen and read the Geometry Course Outline and the Integrity Policy.

Geometry

Period: ______________


Printed Student Name: ______________________________________________________
Student Signature: _________________________________________________________

Printed Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Daytime Phone Number(s): ____________________________________







 ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Evening Phone Number(s): ____________________________________








 ____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email: ______________________________________________________
***If you wish to receive emailed progress reports, please complete the permission form on the back of this sheet.
