English 9 Pre-IB:  The Journey

Fall Semester 2008
Mrs. Wallace
ctwallace@aacps.org
www.teacherweb.com/md/omhs/mrswallace
Overview
In this year-long course, students in Grade 9 apply the nature of a four-stage journey to their study of literature and composition, and to their roles as entering high school students and emerging adults.  Students explore the Journey of the Self, the Journey of the Family, the Journey of the Heart and Mind, and the Journey of the Hero by studying age-appropriate literature, as determined by critical research, pilot studies, and current educational use.  Students read and improve their understanding of fiction and nonfiction, analyze literary themes, structures, and details, and use techniques of research and technology to produce and present oral and written compositions.  

For the first semester, the ninth grade curriculum uses the works listed below for study because of their literary merit. Although some works may contain strong language and sophisticated themes with passages that include violence, racism, sexuality, or profanity, they are appropriate and valuable because they develop the powerful ideas of great literature and illuminate classical themes even when in a contemporary context. Their study in the high school English classroom, therefore, enables students to apply critical thinking processes to realistic issues encountered in the world and in widespread contemporary culture, and to understand and appreciate mature literature in order to enrich and extend the experiences of their lives. We encourage parents to participate fully in their adolescents’ education, to read along with them, and to discuss literature together as they emerge into adulthood.  If parents wish to have an alternative reading, they may request it beginning with a phone call to the teacher.  

Unit One:  Journey of the Self




Students establish strategies for reading literature focusing on the development of the individual, writing formal and informal pieces, discussing texts within a community of learners, analyzing language, and mastering assessments like the HSA and SAT, all processes that they extend in subsequent units.

Basic Text:  To Kill a Mockingbird, Night, The Language of Literature
Unit Two: Journey of the Family





While adding to their repertoire of strategies, students examine both families and their intricate relationships in literature. An assessment modeled after the HSA will serve as the final exam. 


Basic Text:  “A Raisin in the Sun”, The Language of Literature
Grading

Assessments, including class work, will be counted as 80% of the student’s grade and homework will be 20%.  Letter grades will be assigned in accordance with AACPS grading policy:  90-100%=A; 80-89%=B; 70-79%=C; 60-69%=D; and 0-59%=E.

IB Learner Profile
IB students will exhibit the following characteristics and strive to be:  inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective.

IB Mission

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
English 9 Information

Mrs. Wallace’s email:  ctwallace@aacps.org
Mrs. Wallace’s website:  http://www.teacherweb.com/MD/OMHS/MrsWallace

Philosophy:

English 9 is a fun and challenging course that follows the theme of The Journey.  My expectations for you are very high, in that this is an academically challenging class.  Your job is to pay attention, do your best, and always show respect for yourself, for all others, for our learning environment, and for property.  These are our expectations for classroom behavior and management.

Supplies:  Please bring these to class each day, along with the current novel we are studying:

medium 3-ring binder with pockets


college ruled lined paper


pencils

blue or black ink pens

Interactive Reader workbook

Homework policy:

Homework is an important aspect of your education.  It provides reinforcement for what we have studied in class, and I expect you to complete it and turn it in the next class period.  Homework counts 20% of your overall grade.  The novels we will discuss in class are all considered reading homework.  Late homework policy:
First semester:  Late homework gets 50% off the first day it’s late.          

Second semester:  No late homework

A window of due dates will be given for turning in major assignments (due the week of XXX with a final date of YYY).

Absence policy:


You must bring in a note from home for each absence and complete all missing assignments within the allotted time frame.  Since classes are 86 minutes long, one missed day will result in making up the missed class work, and the missed homework, and the current homework as well.  You can see how important it is to attend school regularly!
Tardy Policy:
The Old Mill tardy policy will be followed.  Tardiness will not be tolerated.
Class binder:  Your class binder should have three sections:

1. a journal section for your daily entry.

2. a grammar/writing section to put your work on the four levels of grammar and writing skills.

3. a reading/notes section to store information about authors, narrative, and stylistic elements.

Typing Papers:
All students must type first and final drafts of major papers.  Students without access to computers outside of school will be allowed lab time during lunches and/or after school.  Not having a computer will not be an acceptable excuse for late papers. 

Paper format: Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, double spaced, 1-inch margins.

All final drafts should be emailed to me as an attachment labeled with your name.

If your essay grade is a C or below, you may rewrite or redo the assignment for ONE letter grade improvement. This may be done only once per paper or project.
I have received the syllabus that describes the course English 9: The Journey, and I give my permission for my ninth grader to study the works designated above.  

______________________________

_______________________

Student name (please print)




Student signature

________________________________

_______________________

Parent/Guardian name (please print)


      Parent/Guardian Signature

Parent Contact Information:

_______________________


______________________

Email address






Phone #

_______________________


______________________

Email address






Phone #

Please register your email under the “Newsflash” section of my website:

www.teacherweb.com/md/omhs/mrswallace
Parent will sign up for “Newsflash”:


YES

NO

Parent has turned in form to have 

progress reports e-mailed home:


YES 

NO

